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Attached for your information is an alert memorandum 
on China-Vietnam. 
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In considering their next move, the Chinese must weigh 
the political and economic costs of a protracted military con- 
flict with Vietnam. The Chinese may choose to engineer a 
strong localized demonstration of Chinese power along the fron- 
tiei — perhaps the temporary occupation of disputed territory 
as they did in India in 1962. But we cannot rule out more force- 
ful action such as Chinese airstrikes deeper into the country. 

Nor can we rule out miscalculation that could lead to a level 
of conflict both sides would prefer to avoid. 25X1A 

If the Chinese escalate the level of hostilities, we would 
expect Moscow to respond first by conspicuously stepping up its 
military aid to Vietnam, by making a naval show of force off 
the coast of Vietnam, perhaps even a port visit, and by holding 
high-level consultations under Article Six of the recently con- 
cluded Friendship Treaty. If none of the above appeared to be 
deterring the Chinese, the Soviets might then begin a campaign 25X1A 
of intimidation along the Sino-Soviet border-including demon- 
strative military air and ground patrolling, military maneuvers 

and ultimately, some sort of limited military provocation. 
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